
North Alabama Conference Pastoral Statement 
 
 
Dear United Methodist family in North Alabama, 
 
God’s grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus! 
 
The United Methodist Church gathered in a called General Conference this past week. The 
focus was the denomination’s stance regarding aspects of human sexuality. The delegates 
debated, wept, argued, prayed, and finally, voted. The majority decided to support the 
“Traditional Plan.” The vote was close and contentious. 
 
The issue of how to love our LGBTQAI neighbors, members, family members and selves is 
a divisive one that has caused great pain. 
 
This decision of General Conference continues the Book of Discipline’s affirmation of the 
sacred worth of all people and its prohibition of same-sex marriage and ordination within 
the United Methodist Church. Significant numbers of people are supportive of this outcome 
and also significant numbers of people disagree with it. No one has escaped the bruising 
effect of this process.  
 
The Traditional Plan requires a number of amendments to our Book of Discipline. Our Judicial 
Council previously found several of these were not constitutional. The entire plan has been 
referred to the Judicial Council for review as to its constitutionality. This will occur  
April 23-26, 2019.  
 
The parts of the plan that are determined to be constitutional will go into effect  
January 1, 2020. 
 
Few, if any, of our congregations, laity and clergy, are untouched by the emotional impact of 
these decisions. Even in our disagreements, we care more about each other than we 
sometimes show or realize. Many of us know the song, “They Will Know We are Christians 
by our Love.” May God give us the wisdom and courage to prove it in the days ahead as we 
find our way. 
 
We are praying for you and your church in this time. Please continue to pray for us and for 
our church around the world as we seek the Kingdom. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and the Cabinet  
North Alabama Conference 
United Methodist Church 



On February 23-26, 2019, a Special Session of the General Conference met in St. Louis, Missouri. 
The Council of Bishops called for this Special Session and established its purpose as receiving and 
acting upon a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based upon recommendations of the 
Council of Bishops. The Commission on a Way Forward was proposed by the Council of Bishops 
and approved by the 2016 General Conference to completely examine and possibly revise every 
paragraph of the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality and explore options to maintain and 
strengthen the unity of the church. 

The Special Session was composed of 864 delegates from around the world, equal in the number of 
laity and clergy. During the Conference they considered a number of petitions and plans submitted 
by the Commission on a Way Forward and individual United Methodists.  

After much prayer, debate and discussion, the delegates approved several pieces of legislation by 
majority vote including:  

• the Traditional Plan from the Commission on a Way Forward Report,	
• an implementation timeline for Central Conferences,	
• an altered and clarified process for local churches desiring to disaffiliate from The United 

Methodist Church,	
• a process concerning pension liability for churches who disaffiliate,	
• and a revision of the Clergy Retirement Security Program for clergy who change their 

relationship with the United Methodist Church.	
 
The Traditional Plan continues our long-standing position of welcoming all persons into discipleship 
and membership. It also clarifies language in our Book of Discipline and maintains our current 
ordination standards and prohibitions of clergy performing same gender weddings. In addition, this 
legislation adds enhanced accountability for clergy, boards of ordained ministry and bishops who do 
not uphold these parts of our church law.  
 
The Judicial Council had previously ruled some parts of the Traditional Plan and disaffiliation 
petition unconstitutional. Now, per our United Methodist process, the entire set of approved 
petitions making up the plan will go as a whole to the Judicial Council for review at their next 
meeting in April. Our Book of Discipline will remain the same until January 2020 at which time 
constitutional aspects of legislation passed at General Conference will go into effect. 

The Special Session of General Conference highlighted our being a global denomination with much 
diversity in perspectives, culture and ministry contexts. Despite this diversity, we are still connected 
in mission. The mission of the United Methodist Church remains the same, “To make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” Our Social Principles state “all persons need the 
ministry of the Church” and “we are committed to be in ministry for and with all persons.” 

North Alabama Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett and our appointive and extended cabinet send us 
this message, “We encourage all United Methodists to pray for our church, show care for those in 
pain, and continue to love and affirm the essential worth of one another as we carry on our ministry 
as United Methodists. We are grateful for all our local churches as you worship, feed the hungry, 
teach children, help those facing disasters and continue our church’s mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 
  


